UNI TED STATES ENVI RONMENTAL PROTECTI ON AGENCY
REG ON 5

DATE: October 30, 2000

SUBJECT: Reports of Significant Devel opnments and Activities
Endi ng on October 23, 2000

FROM WIlliam E. Mino, Director
Superfund Di vi sion

TO  Francis X. Lyons
Regi onal Adm ni strat or

David A. Ulrich
Deputy Regi onal Adm ni strator

The activities |isted bel ow are organi zed by site-specific
activities, other significant devel opnents, and
trai ni ng/ conf erences:

SI TE- SPECI FI C ACTI VI TI ES

Renpval Action Conpleted (Gasoline Spill), MKinley Creek,
Pai nesville, Ohio

On October 13, 2000, the G I Pollution Act (OPA) renoval
action at the McKinley Creek Gasoline Spill was conpl et ed.
The renmoval action concluded with the transportation and

di sposal of approximately 310 cubic yards of petroleum
contam nated soil to a landfill. On Septenber 14, 2000, the
Lake County Health Departnment requested the assistance of the
United States Environnental Protection Agency (U.S. EPA) in
determ ning the source of the release. On Septenmber 26, 2000,
U.S. EPA nobilized the Emergency and Rapi d Response Services
(ERRS) contractor and Superfund Technical Assessnment and
Response Team (START) to the site to begin response
activities. Approximtely 460 |inear feet of abandoned storm
sewer was excavated and renmpved. The excavation was
backfilled with clean clay materi al .

No direct connections to the stormsewer were identified.

U.S. EPA was unable to conclusively identify the exact source
of the release to the storm sewer. On Septenber 26, 2000, the
Chi o Bureau of Underground Storage Tank Regul ati ons (BUSTR)
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conducted an inspection of a Sunoco station upgradi ent of the
site and found a | eaking valve. BUSTR is requiring the
station to conduct a Tier 1 investigation, which requires the
station to install 3 nonitoring wells, 3 soil borings, and
collect 3 soil sanples within 180 days. The Sunoco station
al so has a known hydrocarbon-contam nated well. BUSTR has

al so placed a Marathon station across the street fromthe
Sunoco station in their Tier | programdue to known

hydr ocar bon contam nati on on that property.

Contact: Jim Augustyn (440-250-1742)

Energency Response (Mercury), Riverforest Hi gh School, Hobart,

| ndi ana

On October 13, 2000, the Riverforest Hi gh School in Hobart,

I ndi ana, requested assistance fromthe U S. EPA for a nmercury
spill that occurred in one of the classroons. On-Scene
Coordi nator (OSC) Stavros Emmanouil initiated a renpval
action. During this action the students that were exposed to
mercury were screened and decontam nated, all of the materi al
contam nated with nercury was renoved fromthe school, and
staged in a safe area. Air sanpling took place and the
renmoval action was conpl eted (except transportation and

di sposal) on October 15, 2000. After final air sanpling, al
areas of the school were found to be safe.

A nmeeting was conducted at the high school on Cctober 17,
2000, to discuss the cleanup, decontam nation, and di sposal of
mercury that spilled froma broken vial in a science |ab
Approxi mately 30 students and parents attended the neeting.
School officials briefed the parents. OSC s Stavros Emmanoui l
and Bill Sinmes, and Civil Investigator Joe Kawecki, gave a

vi sual presentation of the cleanup. G nny Narsete, Public
Affairs Specialist, attended, wote a fact sheet, discussed
her role, and handled nedia calls. The principal stated he
was going to personally do sone outreach in other schools and
ask other schools to dispose of their nmercury. U S. EPA staff
was asked to return to the school later this year to discuss
ot her environnmental hazards. Stories were published in the

| ocal papers. Joe Kawecki is on the board of the Lake County
Emergency Pl anning commttee and plans on initiating a plan
for disposing of mercury in schools.

Contacts: Stavros Emmanouil (312-886-1768)
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G nny Narsete (312-886-4359)
Joe Kawecki (312-886-7336)
Bill Simes (312-886-1337)
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Energency Response (Mercury)., Portage High School. Portage,
| ndi ana

On COctober 18, 2000, the Indiana Departnment of Environnental
Managenent (I DEM), the Portage Fire Departnment, and the
Portage Hi gh School requested assistance fromthe U.S. EPA for
a nercury spill that occurred in the high school. On-Scene
Coordi nator (0OSC) Stavros Emmanouil and two Superfund
Techni cal Assistance & Response Team ( START) nenbers arrived
at the high school within two hours after the initial request.
Air sampling was conducted at the school, and the spil

| ocation was identified and isolated. All workers

(approxi mtely 30) that have been exposed to the nmercury were
screened for potential exposure and they were released shortly
thereafter. The air sanpling readings indicated that the
mercury | evels do not pose a threat to human health and the

envi ronnment. However, a nercury cleanup needs to be done in
the area where the nmercury was initially found (sink on the
third floor). The cleanup will be conducted by a contractor

that will be hired by the school under the oversight of | DEM
Contact: Stavros Emmanouil (312-886-1768)

Response (Mercury Rel ease), Residence, Taylor., M chigan

Acting on a request fromthe M chigan Departnment of Conmunity
Heal t h, On- Scene Coordi nator (OSC) Robert Buckl ey responded,
with the Superfund Technical Assistance & Response Team
(START) support, to an apartnent conplex in Taylor, M chigan.
A hi gh school student had brought home a nmercury bl ood
pressure gauge from her nursing class. Mercury spilled from

t he device and splattered on her siblings. Quick action by

t he mot her including changing the kids clothes and evacuati on
to relatives | essened exposure. A cleanup crew was contracted
by the school and U.S. EPA and START nonitored the renoval and
provided air testing using the Lunmex Mercury Detector and
confirmation tube sanples. Based on the results of the tube
sanpl es, M chigan Departnent of Community Health and the Wayne
County Health Department cleared the residence for
reoccupation on October 19, 2000.

Contact: Robert Buckley (734-692-7662)

Renpval Start, Mhoni ngside Power Plant Site, Warren, Ohio
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On October 10, 2000, U. S. EPA's Energency Response Branch
nmobilized to conduct a time-critical cleanup of the

Mahoni ngsi de Power Plant site, located in Warren, Trunbull
County, Ohio. The site, formerly known as the Warren Water
and Li ght Conpany, is contam nated with polychlorinated

bi phenyls (PCBs) and mercury. High |levels of PCB

contam nation were discovered this past Spring during the City
of Warren's denolition of the former power plant. The City's
contractors have renoved over 400 tons of contam nated debris
fromthe structure and have established a de-watering and

wat er treatnment system As groundwater and precipitation
enters the structure, it is contained and treated to ensure

t hat PCB contam nati on does not | eave the site.

In July 2000, the City of Warren requested U.S. EPA assistance
due to the City's lack of appropriate funding. 1In early
August, U.S. EPA obligated emergency funding and assuned
control of the existing de-watering and water treatnent
operation and has naintained it to date. U S. EPA is
currently renmoving PCB contam nated debris fromthe basenent
sunps, drains, and piping of the former structure. In
addition, U S. EPA will assess the ground underneath and
around the existing basenent structure to determne if PCB
contam nation has mgrated fromthe building site; and, wll
conduct sanpling and assess the sedinents in the Mahoning

Ri ver near the site for PCB contam nation. Based on its
findings, US. EPA wll recomrend further renoval or renedial
actions that would need to take place.

Contact: Jim Augustyn (440-692-7642)

Settlenent, ©Morningstar Group |Incorporated, Bristol, Wsconsin

On Septenber 28, 2000, U. S. EPA entered into a Consent
Agreenent and Final Order to resolve a conplaint issued

agai nst Morningstar G oup Incorporated. U S. EPA issued an
Adm ni strative Conplaint against this facility assessing
$27,500 in penalties for failing to i nmediately notify the
Nati onal Response Center (NRC) of a 1,299 pound rel ease of
ammoni a. Ammonia is a Conprehensive Environnmental Response,
Conmpensation, and Liability Act (CERCLA) hazardous substance
with a 100 pound reportable quantity. This release was 12
times the reportable quanity (RQ and was reported to the
Nati onal Response Center (NRC) approximately 20 hours after
occurrence. Morningstar G oup |Incorporated has agreed to pay
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a civil penalty of $16,500 to resolve this Conplaint.
Contact: Ruth McNamara (312-353-3193)

Settl enent, Standard Process Inc., Palnyra, Wsconsin

On October 11, 2000, U S. EPA filed an Adm nistrative

Conpl aint and entered into a Consent Agreenent and Final Order
with Standard Process, Inc. U S. EPA issued the

Adm ni strative Conplaint against this facility assessing
$21,010 in penalties for failing to imediately notify the
Nati onal Response Center (NRC) of three releases (800 pounds,
6, 000 pounds, 245 pounds) of ammnia. Ammponia is a

Conmpr ehensi ve Environnmental Response, Conpensation and
Liability Act (CERCLA) hazardous substance with a 100 pound
reportable quantity. These releases occurred from pressure
relief valves. Standard Process, Inc., has agreed to pay a
civil penalty of $3,414 and conduct a Suppl enent al

Envi ronmental Project totaling $18,550 to resolve this

Conmpl aint. Standard Process will install a Manning System
mul ti -channel gas detection systemat this facility. This
advanced or early detection will act as a tool in mtigating

the potential for ammonia to be released into the environnent.
Contact: Ruth McNamara (312-353-3193)

Tour/ Final |nspection, Penta Whod Products Superfund Site,
Burnett County., W sconsin

On Septenber 26, 2000, a site tour, conmbined with a final

i nspection was held at the Penta Wod Products Superfund site
in Burnett County, Wsconsin. Eight citizens and two
reporters were shown the inside of the groundwater treatnent
building as well as the grounds of the site. Inside the
trailer, photo boards and an al bum were on display so visitors
could see the progress nade at the site since 1994.

Contacts: Susan Pastor (312-353-1325)
Tony Rutter (312-886-8961)

Renpbval (Open House), Boerke Site, Oak Creek, Wsconsin

On COctober 2 and 10, 2000, U.S. EPA hosted an open house and
public hearing in conjunction with the start of the 30-day
public comrent period for the proposed plan for the Boerke
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site. Approximtely 15 people attended each neeti ng,
including local media, City officials, and a State Senat or.

Overall, the public seenmed pleased with the proposed renedy,
whi ch invol ves excavation, treatnment and off-site disposal of
arsenic- contamnated material. U S. EPA will continue to

accept public comrents until October 31, 2000.

Contacts: Bri Bill (312-353-6646)
Marla Littlefield (312-353-8501)
M ke Collins (312-886-64360)
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OTHER SI GNI FI CANT DEVELOPMENTS

M chCon Mercury, Wayne County., M chigan

To date, 23 homes have been screened for the presence of
mercury vapor. O those 23 hones, 10 of the homes were found
to contain mercury vapor concentrations in ambient air above
1, 000 nanograns per cubic nmeter (ng/nB8). These hones are
bei ng subsequently cl eaned and re-screened, at |east once, and
in sonme instances nore than five tinmes. On Cctober 6, 2000, a
homeowner with three small children, one around six nonths
old, informed U S. EPA and the M chi gan Departnent of
Community Health (MDCH) that his children had adverse heal th
effects. Tube sanple results fromthe Response, Engi neeri ng,
and Anal ytical Contract (REAC) have confirmed el evated mercury
vapor concentrations in this honme. During the screening of
anot her honme, U.S. EPA was informed by the homeowner that
after the nmercury spill, about seven years ago, their son
began having adverse health effects. Testing has shown

el evated bl ood | evels of nmercury.

M chCon has yet to provide U.S. EPA with a |ist of houses that
have had, or currently contain, mercury-containing regulators
so that these houses can be screened. M chCon has formally
responded to U S. EPA's 104(e) Information Request during the
week of October 9, 2000. U.S. EPA issued a second press

rel ease on COctober 11, 2000, and nedia interest was noderate.
MDCH and U.S. EPA are pressing the State's largest utility,
Consuners Energy, to initiate a simlar screening in 14 houses
that it acknow edges as having had mercury spills and

associ ated cl eanups since 1980. Like M chCon, Consuners
refuses to commt to screening or even identifying all houses
within its service area that have had nercury regul ators.

Contact: Ral ph Dol |l hopf (734-692-7682)

Award Received and To be Published, G nny Narsete's: "Crisis
Communi cati ons Pocket Field Guide", Washi ngton, D.C.

The O fice of Superfund and Energency Response at U.S. EPA
Headquarters (HQ in Washington, D.C. recognized G nny

Nar set e, Energency Response Branch, Public Affairs Specialist,
for a crisis communi cati ons pocket field guide she wote and
designed for U. S. EPA. This gui debook provides a step-by-step
gui del ine for On-Scene Coordinators, Community I nvol venent
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Coordi nators, and comruni cators to use when responding to
energencies. |Its contents include sanples and fornms of fill
in the blank press rel eases, how to conduct community

meeti ngs, communications strategies in the field, and how to
handl e nedia relations. The pocket guide is currently under
product review at U S. EPA HQ and will be published for
national distribution later this year. The award was
entitled, "Friend of O fice of Enmergency and Renedi al
Response, "™ for acconplishing a task based on her field
experience while responding to energency response calls.

Contact: G nny Narsete (312-886-4359)

TRAI NI NG CONFERENCES

Geophysi cal Presentation, OSWER/ ORD Engi neering Forum
Charl eston, South Carolina

On Oct ober 23, 2000, Janmes Ursic and Mark Vendl of the Field
Services Section (FSS) gave a presentation to the O fice of
Solid Waste and Enmergency Response/ Office of Research and
Devel opment ( OSWER/ ORD) Engi neering Forum on new geophysi cal
instrunents available for site characterization. The

Engi neering Forumis a group of engineers and other technical
support staff in the Superfund and Resource Conservati on and
Recovery Act (RCRA) progranms fromall ten Regions who neet to
exchange up-to-date information related to engi neering
remedi al issues at Superfund and RCRA sites. After a short

| ecture, a denonstration was conducted at a park across from
t he hotel which was the original |ocation of the Citadel
mlitary college. Two state-of-the-art instruments recently
purchased by Region 5 were denonstrated: a cesium

magnet oneter with an integrated gl obal positioning system and
a cart-nounted ground penetrating radar system During the
denmonstration, part of a buried wall of the Citadel was

| ocat ed.

Contacts: Mark Vendl (312-886-0405)
James Ursic (312-353-1526)

Vermculite Public Meeting, M nneapolis, M nnesota

On Septenber 20, 2000, U. S. EPA representatives attended the
Logan Park Nei ghborhood Associ ation neeting to update the
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community on vermculite and asbestos contamnation in this
nort heast M nneapolis nei ghborhood. Over 120 residents
attended the neeting. The M nnesota Pollution Control Agency
(MPCA) and the M nnesota State health departnment were present
and assisted U.S. EPA in answering several of the questions on
the status of the Western Mnerals site and health issues.
Press coverage included four major tel evision networks,
newspapers, and M nnesota public radio. U.S. EPA outreach
efforts will continue including: providing the 800 nunber for
setting up visual inspections of yards and referrals to other
agencies (MPCA, State Health); workshops on vermculite to
educate residents on asbestos; public neetings and
availability sessions; facts sheets and update letters; and an
U.S. EPA presence on-site throughout the duration of the

cl eanup.

Contacts: Leo Rosales (312-353-6198)
Soni a Vega (312-886-7191)
Mar k Johnson (312-353-9298)

cc: Steve Herman (OECA)
Barry Breen (COECA)
Ti m Fi el ds ( OSVEER)
Steve Luftig (OSVER)
Larry Reed (OERR)
Larry Zaragoza ( OSVER)
Region 5 State Superfund Coordi nators
Division/ O fice Directors
ORA State Coordinators
Regi onal Team Managers



